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КОБЕ AT Е. 


THE present Part contains the texts of one hundred and 
twelve tablets on which the names of the scribes have 
been broken away. Of these texts thirteen have been 
published by WINCKLER, one by JOHNS, and one in IV R. 
Even if the plan of publication had not made it necessary 
to republish these texts, I think that the many changes in 
readings and the additions would be sufficient justification 
for doing so. 

Since the appearance of Part I in 1892, JOHNSTON has 
made several valuable contributions to the study of Letter 
Literature in his Epistolary Literature of the Assyrians and 
Babylonians, in AJ.S.L. and in P.A.O.S.; WINCKLER 
has published some texts in Terte verschiedenen Inhalts, 
most of which have been republished in various Parts of 
the present work with corrections and additions, and he has 
translated some texts in Altorientalische Forschungen ; BERRY 
has treated the Rm. 2 Collection in 21./..5./..; DELATTRE nas 
discussed several texts in P.S.B.A.; MARTIN has published 
a popular lecture under the title Lettres assyriennes et baby- 
loniennes; MEISSNER has given much space to forms of 
words found in Letters in his Supplement zu den Assyrischen 
Wörterbüchern; MUSs-ARNOLT has made good use of these 
texts in his Assyrian Dictionary; and JOHNS has treated 
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the names of officials at considerable length in Assyrian 
Deeds and Documents, Il. Others have also availed them- 
selves of the material published in the preceding Parts of 
this work. 

I am much honoured by the attention shown to this 
class of literature, and 1 wish to state here, in answer to 
a remark by MR. JOHNS in Volume II, 183, that as soon as 
the texts are published they become public property, and 
anyone may use them for any purpose he may wish. 

This work by my fellow students will in no way interfere 
with my original plan as described in Part I and again in 
Part IV, and I see no reason to depart from this plan 
as outlined ten years ago. Hence I shall continue to 
publish the texts until the Corpus Epistolarum is completed, 
and I hope that the Parts will appear more frequently in 
the future than in the past. | 

Part УП is in press and will be ready in a few weeks. 
It will contain (1) the remaining Letters belonging to scribes, 
a part of whose correspondence has been published in previous 
volumes; and (2) the complete correspondence of certain 
scribes. With the appearance of this volume the number 
of Letter tablets published will be about eight hundred. 

Part VIII will be an Index Volume giving, in the 
Cuneiform characters, Lists of all the Proper Names, Officials 
Divinities, Countries, Peoples, Cities, etc, found in Parts 
I-VII, with references to their British Museum registration 
numbers and to the numbers which they bear in this edition. 

Part IX will appear within a year. 

I wish especially to acknowledge my obligations to 
DR. E. WALLIS. BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department 
of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum, 
for his courtesy, and for the great assistance which he has 
afforded me in the preparation of this Part. 

I am indebted for many valuable suggestions as to the 
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readings of difficult passages to MR. LEONARD W. KING 
and MR. R. CAMPBELL THOMPSON, Assistants in the 
Department. 

To MR. R. CAMPBELL THOMPSON, who has made a 
valuable contribution to the study of a class of literature 
very.closely allied to the Letters, I have the honour to 
dedicate this volume. 


ROBERT FRANCIS HARPER 


THE STUDENTS’ Room, 
THE DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND 
ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES, THE BRITISH MUSEUM, 
March the twentieth, 1902. 
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